DCLA Chapter Councilor Report - ALA Midwinter Jan. 25-30

Attendance at ALA Midwinter 2013 was 10,558.  This figure was higher than Dallas but less than the figure for San Diego in 2011.

President-elect Barbara Stripling in her report mentioned her work on behalf of DC school libraries.  She also announced that her presidential initiative will be “Libraries Change Lives”.

Executive Director, Keith Michael Fiels announced the first ALA Leadership Institute to be held for emerging library leaders in Chicago in August of this year.

ALA’s financial picture is improving after several years of downturn.  This year ALA will be giving modest staff salary increases and is not anticipating needing to furlough employees as has been the case in previous years.  The ALA Endowment has also rebounded substantially.

Council voted to have the Policy Monitoring Committee change Policy B.9.2.2 “School Library Media Specialists to read:


The master’s degree in library and information studies from a program accredited by the American Library Association or a master’s degree with a specialty in school library media from an educational unit accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education is the appropriate first professional degree for school library media specialists.

Jim Neal, ALA- APA Treasurer announced that ALA-APA is no longer in deficit, but is in the black for the first time.

The Executive Board adopted the following programmatic priorities for FY2014:

• Diversity

• Equitable Access to Information and Library Services

• Education and Lifelong Learning

• Intellectual Freedom

• Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession

• Literacy

• Organizational Excellence

• Transforming Libraries
New ALA Executive Board members elected are Jim Neal and Sara Johns Kelly.  Their 3-year terms will begin at the end of the 2013 Annual Conference.
Banned Books Week will take place the week of September  22-28 and Choose Privacy Week 2013 will be held May 1-7.

Council approved the following resolutions:

Resolution Supporting the Application of the First Sale Doctrine of the Copyright Law to All Materials in Library Collections. Resolved, that the American Library Association: 1) Reaffirm the essential role of the First Sale Doctrine in ensuring that the education, research, and library communities continue to support the constitutional purpose of copyright law by promoting the advancement and sharing of knowledge, innovation, and creativity, wherever made; and 2) Urge the United States Congress to pass legislation to remedy any judicial decision that limits libraries ability to lend copies of foreign-made works under the First Sale Doctrine. 

Resolution Honoring Senator Olympia J. Snowe for her Support of America’s Libraries, January 2013.  Resolved, that the American Library Association 1) Extends its deepest appreciation to Senator Olympia J. Snowe for her extraordinary service and record of achievement; 2) Thanks her for years of dedicated commitment to libraries and the American public that depends upon them.

Resolution on Supporting the WIPO Treaty for Improved Access for People Who are Blind, Visually Impaired and with Other Print Disabilities.  Resolved that the American Library Association (ALA) 1) endorses the Obama Administration’s statement that access to information is a universal right; 2) commends the United States delegation to World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) for their recognition of libraries as critical providers of accessible content; 3) supports the call for a diplomatic conference to enact the WIPO International Instrument/Treaty on Limitations and Exceptions for Visually Impaired Persons/Persons with Print Disabilities. 

Resolution on United States Funding and Participation in UNESCO.  Resolved that the American Library Association (ALA) 1) urges Congress to approve the national interest waiver so the United States can again pay its dues, and become a fully functioning member of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Council discussed extensively and ultimately rejected two resolution; one in support of  whistleblowers including Bradley Manning and John Kiriakou and a resolution requiring ALA’s Endowment Fund to divest itself of any holding in fossil fuel companies.

Council also voted to place a proposed dues change on the 2013 ballot.  The change would allow the Executive Board to raise dues each year by an amount no greater than the Consumer Price Index without having to go back to the membership. The proposal also has a sunset provision requiring the membership to vote after 5 years to reapprove this authority. 

Respectively submitted, Jane Sessa, DCLA Chapter Councilor

